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Southcentral Mississippi Works Efforts Are Working
The District often gives updates on specific workforce activities or events taking place in the Southcentral Mississippi
Works Workforce Investment area. Putting a “face” on these
activities helps show how these efforts and activities translate
into results for individuals and for employers in the area.
These are just two success stories that illustrate the impact of
the Workforce Investment Act.

The WIA On-the-Job Training program and the Pearl WIN Job
Center have assisted Multicraft International, a manufacturing
company in Pelahatchie, in hiring and training new employees
as it continues to increase it’s work force.
The Employer’s Story…....Pelahatchie, MS,
a small community located on the eastern edge of Rankin
County, is the home of Multicraft International, a manufacturing company that specializes in the production of automobile
parts and outdoor equipment.
At one time Multicraft operated 10 different locations in
the surrounding area, but the economic recession and changes
within the automobile industry forced Multicraft to condense
their 10 locations down to one, retaining only a small fraction of their employees. Working hard to rebuild, efficient
management resulted in the award of a new automotive line
contract and business began to pick back up. They soon found
themselves in need of employees for this new line. Like most
employers, Multicraft didn’t always have the resources to hire
non-skilled people and invest in training them. Multicraft had a

long-term working relationship with the Pearl WIN Job Center
and was able to use WIA On-the-Job Training (OJT) services
to hire and train qualified individuals. Multicraft has since
tripled its workforce in the last two years and now employs
approximately 110 people. They are currently bidding on other
contracts which will require the hiring and training of more
new employees. The WIA OJT program and the Pearl WIN
Job Center has enabled this employer to grow and has helped
furnish them with a trained workforce.
The Individual’s Story……. Kimberly Frazier is
21 years old and was served through the Out-of-School Youth
Work Experience Program at the Natchez WIN Job Center.
Kimberly is a special person, not only because she is a beautiful, hard-working young lady, but because she is also deaf.
The Natchez WIN Job Center coordinated efforts with
her vocational rehabilitation interpreter to allow Kimberly to
be tested and enrolled in WIA. After several setbacks in the
testing and enrollment process, Kimberly’s first day at her
Work Experience jobsite was March 17, 2011. As she neared
the maximum 520 program hours at her job, the Natchez WIN
Job Center staff started talking with her employer about the
possibility of keeping Kimberly as a regular employee. Even
though she was an excellent employee, her employer spoke
about the downturn in store revenue and expressed doubt she
would be able to hire Kimberly
permanently.
However, after much discussion between the employer and
WIN Job Center staff and less
than two weeks prior to Kimberly’s final day in the WIA Work
Experience program, staff learned
that Kimberly would be offered
permanent employment. The
WIA Out-of-School Youth Work
Experience Program profoundly
changed a very deserving young
lady’s life.
Kimberly Frasier

Jackson Adopts Portions of Highway 80 Corridor Strategy
On September 19, the Jackson City Council formally adopted portions of an Economic Development Strategy for the
U.S. Highway 80 Corridor, which stretches from the Pearl
River to the City of Clinton. In January 2010, the District began assisting the City of Jackson with the preparation of this
Strategy, designed to provide Jackson with a plan for the redevelopment of, and reinvestment in, the economically challenged corridor, which includes Metrocenter Mall
The portions of the Economic Development Strategy adopted by the City Council include a Land Use Plan, Thoroughfares Plan, and Zoning Ordinance text amendments. In
preparing the Land Use Plan, CMPDD conducted a thorough
inventory of existing land use in and around the corridor and
a detailed review of the Jackson’s comprehensive plan, called
“FABRIC”(For a Better Revitalized Inclusive Community),
adopted by the city in 2004.
The adopted Corridor 80 Land Use Plan amends and
builds upon FABRIC. Amendments to FABRIC are designed
to enhance development potential and prevent future conflicting or incompatible land uses. They include several key land
use concepts that are critical to the success of the strategy:

The Thoroughfares Plan
portion of the Transportation Plan includes
three new four-lane
divided parkways:
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• Jackson West Parkway: Will connect to a new Single-

•

Pkwy. and U. S. Hwy. 80 interchange: In the Corridor 80
Zoning District, at the proposed Jackson West Parkway and
U.S. Hwy. 80 interchange, a mixture of retail commercial
and office commercial with collector streets is proposed.
Showtown West Neighborhood Commercial: This proposed neighborhood shopping complex, located between
Westhaven Blvd. and Morson Rd. in the old “Showtown
West” drive-in theater location, is immediately east of a
major residential area.
Metrocenter Mall: In keeping with the mixed use Corridor 80 concept, Metrocenter Mall should be revitalized as
a major destination, offering opportunities that are unique
in the Jackson area. This should be coupled with office
space and retail opportunities. The City has decided to locate some municipal services there.
Metrocenter South: A life-style center shopping area is
proposed adjacent to the proposed Metrocenter South Pkwy.
that would re-channel traffic from Lynch Street/U.S. 80 to
another unique shopping opportunity. Unlike Metrocenter
Mall, this development would provide open-air shopping
similar to the life-style centers in Ridgeland and Flowood.
Highland Drive Office Park and Auto/Equipment Sales
Park: A new collector street is proposed behind Puckett
Machinery off Highland Drive north of the NAPA Auto
Parts store. This area could be marketed as an auto park/
equipment sales destination, coupled with an office park on
the west side of Highland Drive.
Southport Mall Entertainment Center: An entertainment center is proposed for the former Southport Mall
building which would provide entertainment opportunities
for college students at nearby Jackson State University.

Point Urban Interchange on I-20 between the MS Hwy. 18/
Robinson Rd. Extension interchange and the Springridge
Rd. interchange in Clinton. It will tie to John Hopkins Ave.
at Clinton Blvd. on the north, with connections to Magnolia Rd. and W. Northside Dr. On the south, Jackson West
Pkwy. will tie to North Siwell Road, which connects with
I-55 in south Jackson.
Greenway Parkway: Will connect the proposed Jackson
West Pkwy. with N. McRaven Rd., Maddox Rd., MS Hwy.
18, Robinson Rd. Extension, and the Central Mississippi
Medical Center (CMMC) at Chadwick Dr. It will provide
an alternate route for east-bound traffic on Interstate 20 to
access CMMC and a more direct smooth-flowing route for
all traffic bound for CMMC by eliminating the dog-leg
turns from MS Hwy. 18 to CMMC on Chadwick Drive.
Metrocenter South Parkway: Will provide an alternate
route to connect the Metrocenter/J.R. Lynch Street area
with the proposed Greenway Parkway, CMMC, and Raymond Rd., helping to alleviate traffic on MS Hwy. 18. A
widened bridge over I-20 is proposed as part of this improvement.
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The Transportation Plan also incorporates a proposed
multipurpose path and linear parks: the “Little J” Trail and
the Lynch Creek Linear Park. These and other proposed improvements within the U.S. 80 Corridor have been incorporated into the 2035 Jackson Urbanized Area Transportation
Plan adopted by the Metropolitan Planning Organization in
March 2011, making the improvements eligible for Federal
funding.
Based upon the adopted Land Use Plan as required by
Mississippi law, the District proposed, and the City Council
adopted, amendments to the Jackson Zoning Ordinance. At
the heart of the amendments is the establishment of a new
Corridor 80 (C80) District, which is divided into eight subdistricts. Creation of these subdistricts within the Corridor
was viewed as preferable to the often used “overlay district”
because it includes new regulations while incorporating desirable parts of the present Ordinance. Several land uses which
were previously permitted outright in the Corridor are no
longer permitted (although existing nonconforming uses are
“grandfathered”) and other uses are allowed with special use
permits. The amendments also require approval of a “Certificate of Appropriateness” to promote design quality in all
structures, and include design guidelines. Amendments to the
Official Zoning Map and the Zoning Ordinance are expected
to be approved by the City Council in October, 2011.
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District Work Program Prepares for Change
At the last meeting of the CMPDD Board of Directors, a
traditional program of work and budgets was adopted. Through
all normal appearances, this document seems to replicate numerous other work programs as in the past, but there are many
subtle differences contained within. In actuality, the activities
and respective budgets attempt to achieve much greater efficiency and effectiveness with less money.
CMPDD has every reason to believe that federal programs
and funding will become more difficult and competitive during
the upcoming year. There does not appear to be a program or
activity in which the District engages on behalf of its member
governments and their citizens that may not see severe financial
cuts during the years to come. In the current Work Program,
the District has begun a process to do more with less and to
require staff to reach new levels of motivation and productivity.
A couple of major policies that are incorporated into the
2011-2012 Work Program are as follows:
Focusing more on regional solutions: Major financial
cutbacks will be impacting state, federal, and local governments. The District’s concept of regionalism represents a

way for these entities to join together to provide services and
facilities on a shared basis. Any program or activity where a
regional presence is required should be offered the alternative
of working in a cooperative fashion with the District. Currently there are numerous state and federal regional structures
that all act independently but specialize in limited purposes.
If all of these could be rolled into one common process, local
governments would have much more input and duplication and
overlap could be eliminated.
Doing more with less will be a common theme for the
upcoming year. The District is reorganizing its Regional Data
Center in such a fashion that additional information will be
captured and processed into a more useable, packaged form.
The purchase of state-of-the-art software and the establishment of web-based regional management systems will be a
one-time investment, which should yield dividends for many
years to come.
In conclusion, the District is anxious to meet the challenges
of the future head on and convert them into major opportunities for the area.

Clinton Adopts New Sign Regulations

Redistricting Update

On September 20, 2011, the Mayor and Board of Aldermen
of the City of Clinton adopted new Sign Regulations that will
be incorporated into the new Zoning Ordinance previously
adopted on February 1, 2011. The new Sign Regulations,
drafted by the District’s Planning Director, Larry Smith, and
Jerry Bounds, Clinton’s Director of Community Development,
will replace the sign regulations that were part of the Zoning
Ordinance adopted in 1997, also prepared by CMPDD. The
new Zoning Ordinance, including the Sign Regulations, is
based upon a Comprehensive Plan adopted on June 5, 2007
and prepared by the District. In accordance with Mississippi
law, all zoning ordinances must be based upon an adopted
comprehensive plan.
One of the major provisions in the new Sign Regulations
is a height limitation of twelve feet for all signs in commercial and industrial zoning districts, except for the Olde Towne
Clinton District, which has a height limitation of six feet.
However, if an existing sign exceeds a height of twelve feet,
it is allowed to remain as a legal nonconforming sign as long
as it is not enlarged or altered in such a manner as to aggravate
its nonconforming condition. If a legal nonconforming sign
is destroyed beyond fifty percent of the replacement cost, it
must be removed and replaced in accordance with provisions
of the ordinance.
Another provision of the new regulations is the prohibition
of all banner signs except for the grand opening of a new business. However, sandwich boards for businesses are allowed
subject to certain restrictions.

The Decennial Census was conducted in April
2010 and it is prompting municipalities and counties to
review existing voting boundaries to ensure they comply with the “one person - one vote” requirement of the
Department of Justice. The District continues to work
with its municipal and county governments in advising
them of their need to redistrict and assisting them in
developing plans that meet these Justice Department
guidelines.
Most recently the District assisted the Cities of
Brandon and Flowood in developing new ward plans.
While the Brandon plan is still under review, the Flowood plan was adopted on September 19th following
a public hearing. The District will assist in obtaining
U.S. Department of Justice approval of these plans.

Finally, the new regulations place restrictions on signs in the
Olde Towne Clinton District. In addition to a height limitation
of six feet (called a monument sign), all signs in that District
must be reviewed by the Historical Preservation Committee
and the Clinton Planning Commission as part of the site plan
review provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.
The new sign regulations, which will become Article 27 of
the Zoning Ordinance, become effective on October 20, 2011.
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Update and Revision of 26 Local
Hazard Mitigation Plans Approved
Hazard Mitigation is defined as any sustained action taken
to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to life and property from
natural hazards. Everyone that lives in CMPDD’s region has
been affected at some point by natural hazards, whether it was
a large winter storm that produced freezing rain throughout the
region, or a smaller localized weather event such as lightning
that has caused property damage. The frequency and severity of future weather events are difficult to predict, but trends
show extreme weather patterns are on the rise. In addition,
the costs associated with disaster response and recovery are
also on the rise, which has lead federal, state, and local entities to focus their attention on addressing the effects of natural
hazards before they occur. Obviously, torrential downpours
and tornadoes cannot be prevented from occurring; however,
planning for natural hazards and implementing mitigation
practices can significantly reduce the negative impact of such
events when they do occur.
Over the last two years, District staff have worked with
local jurisdictions to update and revised the twenty-six (26)
Hazard Mitigation Plans in the region that were developed
in 2005. The District has completed the revision process for
each of these plans in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation
Act of 2000, which maintains each jurisdiction’s eligibility
for Mitigation Grant Funds. Each revised plan documents
the review and revision process, identifies and analyzes any
changes that have occurred which effect vulnerabilities faced
from natural hazards, as well as outlines an updated action
plan to reduce the known risks.

2011
FLOOD

Hazard Mitigation Plans help officials in responding to disasters such as the recent Mississippi River flooding shown above.
While some hazards such as expansive soils and flooding
pose a greater threat to some areas than others, the District’s
overall vulnerability or risk rating to natural hazards include:
• Low overall risk: Earthquake and Expansive Soil
• Medium overall risk: Drought, Hurricane, Wildfires, and
Winter Storm
• High overall risk: Flooding, Hail, Lightning, Dam/Levee
Failure, and Tornado

Traffic Counts Completed for Madison County
The District has recently completed collecting and updating
traffic count data for Madison County. This data is used with
the Pavement Management System (PMS) program to help
determine the roadway segments in greatest need of attention
due to surface degradation. The data is also as a major component for the Jackson Urbanized Area’s (JUA) Long Range
Transportation Plan, which is used to plan for reducing and/
or eliminating a roadway segment’s potential for reaching its
designed capacity and becoming deficient by using the current data to project the amount of transportation users to be
expected on a given segment over the next twenty-five years.
Data collected for the traffic counting program is done on a
three year cyclical basis for all major arterials, minor arterials,
and collectors found in the JUA areas of Hinds, Madison, and
Rankin Counties. Due to the large amount of work required
to complete the 2035 Jackson Urbanized Area’s Long Range
Transportation Plan, the District is behind by a year on up-

dating the area’s traffic count system, but is in the process of
catching up and has already begun collecting traffic count
data for Hinds County. The recently collected traffic volume
data will be added to the District’s website by the end of this
year and can be found at www.cmpdd.org by clicking on the
Transportation Planning link.
The District will continue to collect traffic count data for
Hinds County through the year 2011 and into 2012. Once
the Hinds County data has been collected, the District will
shift its focus onto Rankin County and is optimistic that all
of the traffic count data for Hinds and Rankin Counties will
be available on the District’s website by the end of 2012. If
there are any questions concerning the District’s current traffic
counting program or if your local government has the need for
a traffic study to be conducted, please contact Scott Burge at
601-981-1511 or at sburge@cmpdd.org.
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District Completes Update of
Pavement Management System
The Pavement Management System is an inventory of functionally classified, non-state maintained,
principal arterial, minor arterial, and collector roadways in the Jackson urbanized area. Each year, on
a three year cyclical basis, District staff complete a
reassessment of the pavement conditions for Hinds,
Madison, and Rankin Counties by completing roadway condition surveys for each roadway in each of
the respective counties. Due to the large volume
of work required to complete the 2035 Jackson
Urbanized Area’s Long Range Transportation Plan,
the District had fallen behind its schedule by a year.
However, the District over the course of the last several months has inventoried not only Hinds County,
which was due to be completed in 2011, but also has
completed the inventory of Madison County as well,
which was due to be completed in 2010.
Data is collected for the Pavement Management
System by inventorying the roadways through the
use of windshield surveys. Windshield surveys are
taken by driving the entire length of the roadway
and determining the level of degradation that has
occurred. The person conducting the survey looks
for the types of cracking, such as alligator, edge, or
longitudinal/transverse line cracking. Other surface
impediments that may be present are patching, rutting, potholes, heaves and/or swells and poor storm
water drainage issues, just to name a few.
Once all of the information is factored in, the
Roadway Surface Management System (RSMS)
software program used by the District assigns a
numeric value to each road segment which is called
a Pavement Condition Index (PCI). This number
signifies from highest to lowest the severity of the
roadway segment. This data is used, along with
traffic count data, to ascertain which roadways are
in the greatest need of funding for surface repair or
reconstruction.
Now that the Pavement Management System
data has been collected for Hinds and Madison
County, CMPDD will begin in 2012 updating the
inventory for the functionally classified roadways
found in Rankin County. For additional information concerning the Pavement Management System,
please contact Scott Burge at 601-981-1511 or at
sburge@cmpdd.org.

Bad pavement in the
Jackson metro area

Additional Planning News
City of Byram
CMPDD assisted the City of Byram in the development of
the city’s first zoning ordinance. Prior to Byram’s adoption of
this zoning ordinance, the city used Hinds County’s Zoning
Ordinance. The new ordinance went through an extensive
review process before it was adopted by the Mayor and Board
of Aldermen in June 2011. Guest Consulting prepared the
Zoning Map.
City of Canton
CMPDD assisted the City of Canton with the development
of an amendment to the Zoning Chapter of its Unified Development Code. The amendment involved allowing low density
and medium density residential uses in the C-5 Canton West
Special Planned Commercial District. These residential uses
would be allowed by a special overlay district that designates
specific locations within the C-5 District for low and medium
density residential uses. The Future Land Use and Zoning
Maps were adjusted accordingly. The city believes that these
residential uses will help complement the new Madison River
Oaks Hospital that was recently built nearby.
City of Flowood
CMPDD updated the City of Flowood’s Comprehensive
Plan and made recommendations regarding updating the
city’s Zoning Ordinance. The updated plan was completed
on October 3, 2011. The chief finding from the city’s comprehensive plan was that Flowood’s multi-family housing units
constituted 52 percent of the city’s total housing stock, and
single-family housing comprised 42.8 percent. As a result,
the city’s housing stock was out of balance and CMPDD
recommended that the city institute a policy to restrict apartment units to 15 percent of Flowood’s total housing stock.
This policy is also reflected in a subsequent amendment to the
city’s Zoning Ordinance, adopted the same night.
The District also reviewed Flowood’s Zoning Ordinance
to determine any sections that needed updating. The District
recommended that a procedure for zoning appeals be clearly
established, and that adult entertainment uses be limited to
where they might be located. After the city reviewed these
proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance and further
revised the location of adult entertainment uses, the Mayor
and Board of Aldermen adopted these amendments.
Madison County
CMPDD is preparing the Madison County Comprehensive
Plan. The plan is under review by county officials, after which
a public hearing will be held prior to adoption. The primary
change from the previous plan was some adjustments in the
Land Use Plan Map to reflect changing conditions and needs.

5

e
t
a
d
p
U

Capital Improvements Program
(CAP) Applications Approved
The District has received approval of two Capital
Improvements Program (CAP) loan applications that
it submitted on behalf of Copiah County and the City
of Flowood, both in the amount of $1,000,000. Copiah
County requested funds for construction of renovation
and improvements to an existing county owned building
to support the location of a new industry to the Copiah
County Industrial Park. The City of Flowood requested
funds for the construction of a water well and associated
well treatment building to house the well chlorination
system, electrical and control system, and emergency
generator system.
The Local Government CAP was enacted by the State
Legislature and is designed for making loans to counties or
municipalities to finance capital improvements in Mississippi. Counties and municipalities are encouraged to use
these loans in connection with state and federal programs,
and the funds for loans are derived from the issuance of
state bonds. Eligible projects include the following:

CMPDD Submits EDA Application
For UMMC Roadway Project

• Construction or repair of water and sewer facilities
• Construction or repair of drainage systems for
industrial development
• Improvements in fire protection
• Construction of new buildings for economic
development
• Renovation or repair of existing buildings for
economic development
• Purchase of buildings for economic development
• Construction of any county or municipally-owned
health care facilities, excluding any county health
departments
• Construction, purchase, renovation or repair of
any building to be utilized as an auditorium or
convention center
• Construction of multipurpose facilities for tourism
development
• Construction or repair of access roads for industrial
development
• Construction or repair of railroad spurs for industrial
development
• Construction, repair, and renovation of parks, 		
swimming pools, and recreational and athletic
facilities.

CMPDD assisted the University of Mississippi
Medical Center in the preparation and submission of
a grant application for approximately $1.5 million for
construction of East University Drive. The proposed
multi-lane roadway will serve as the new entrance to
UMMC’s Campus from Lakeland Drive, which will expand the ingress and egress capacity, as well as provide
access to areas of campus slated for development in the
near future. The roadway also serves as the foundation of UMMC’s Master Plan which calls for expanded
education, clinical, and research facilities. As a result,
UMMC will create 225 additional jobs and make a $21
million capital investment.

EDA Annual Conference
The Economic Development Administration, Southern Economic Development Council, and the US Dept.
of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration
hosted the 2011 Southeast Economic and Workforce
Development Conference in Asheville, NC in August.
CMPDD staff attended and participated in sessions on
resources available for labor market analysis, and challenges to and opportunities for economic growth and
development. Featured speakers were John Fernandez,
Assistant Secretary for Economic Development, US
Dept. of Commerce; and Joan Oates, Assistant Secretary for Employment and Training, US Dept. of Labor.

The cumulative maximum loan amount for any eligible
local government unit during a calendar year is $1,000,000
for tax-exempt and taxable loans. The minimum loan
amount allowed per project is $30,000. The maximum
CAP loan indebtedness allowed per applicant is $2,500,000
outstanding principal balance.
For more information or to apply for a CAP loan,
contact Mitzi Stubbs at 601-981-1511.
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Community		
Town of Georgetown
City of Ridgeland		
Simpson County

Project Description	
Water System Improvements 		
Boundless Playground
		
Renovations/Improvements of		
DHS Building

CDBG Funds
$400,000
$269,500
$285,000

Matching Funds
N/A
$ 30,000
$285,000

above are the proposed projects that ranked high enough to be
eligible for potential funding through this program.
The CDBG Public Facility Program provides grant funds
to local units of government for a variety of public improvement projects (e.g., water or sewer facilities, storm drainage,
public buildings, street reconstruction, etc) that benefit low
and moderate income families and areas. Special priority is
given to water and sanitary sewer projects that eliminate existing health and safety hazards. For more information, please
contact Mitzi Stubbs 601-981-1511.

MDA Conducts Site Visits for CDBG
Public Facilities Projects
The Mississippi Development Authority has recently
conducted site visits for potential Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Public Facilities projects in the CMPDD
area. A site visit does not guarantee approval; however, it is
the important step toward approval of the CDBG grant. Listed

Recreational Trails Program Application Approved
On behalf of the Town of Pelahatchie, CMPDD recently
prepared, submitted, and has recently received approval of
an application for an amendment in the amount of $240,000
in additional Recreational Trails Program (RTP) funds for
development of a 5,950 linear feet, 10 foot wide, asphalt, nonmotorized, diversified-use trail in Milltown Park, a new park
development near downtown Pelahatchie. Additionally, the
Town of Pelahatchie will provide a $60,000 match.
The Recreational Trails Program is an 80/20 match pro-

gram for substantial trail development. The program was
designed to encourage the construction of new trail projects
that benefit the environment and the redesign, reconstruction,
non-routine maintenance, or relocation of trails that mitigate
and minimize the impact to the natural environment. Project
sponsors are encouraged to work in partnership with trail-user
groups; volunteer groups; the business community; and local,
state, and federal agencies to develop projects that benefit the
various modes of trail uses in a safe and satisfying manner.

District Submits Applications to Delta Regional Authority
The Delta Regional Authority (DRA) is a federal-state
partnership created by Congress, which serves a 240 county/
parish area in an eight-state region. In Mississippi, 45 counties (including all 7 CMPDD counties) are eligible for funding
under DRA. The purpose of DRA is to remedy severe and
chronic economic distress by stimulating economic development partnerships that will have a positive impact on the
region’s economy.
Funding priority is given to four types of projects: (1) Basic

Public Infrastructure; (2) Transportation Infrastructure; (3)
Business Development; and (4) Job Training and Employmentrelated Education. DRA funds may also be used to leverage
other federal and state programs. Under federal law, 75 percent
of funds are targeted to distressed counties and pockets of poverty, and 50 percent of dollars are earmarked for transportation
and basic public infrastructure. For additional information,
please contact Mitzi Stubbs or Gray Ouzts at 601-981-1511.
Listed below are the applications which were submitted:

Community

Project Description	

Magee General Hospital
Simpson Community
Healthcare, Inc.
Town of Terry		

Pharmacy Expansion		
Rural Health Clinic Expansion

$178,635		
$105,000		

$ 26,516
$ 30,000

Fire Station/Public Works Bldg.

$165,600		

$370,000
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DRA Funds	

Matching Funds

George Smith, President of the Central Mississippi Development Company, Inc. (CMDC), announced the approval
of one new loan for Delta Packaging, LLC in the amount of
$325,000 of a $1,000,000 project under the U. S. Small Business Administration 504 Loan Program. Loan proceeds will
be used to refinance the fixed assets of this wholesale industrial
supplies and products company located in Flowood, MS. This
loan will retain or save approximately seventeen (17) jobs.
CMDC is certified by the U.S. Small Business Administration and works in cooperation with local banks and other
financial institutions in providing debt capital for small businesses. These loans allow a small business to finance land,
building, and equipment with a low down payment and long
term financing at competitive interest rates. Fixed rate low
interest financing for small businesses saves thousands of dollars in debt service on fixed assets. Also, this type financing
removes the problem of variable rate financing on long term
assets. Many economic forecasters are certain that interest
rates will rise. These predictable interest rate increases will

not have a negative impact on the cash flow of those businesses
that have fixed rate low interest loans through the U.S. Small
Business Administration 504 Loan Program.
Mr. Smith announced that the current interest rates on
business loans from the CMDC remain very low. The interest
rates are as follows:
Term (Years)
10 (September 2011)
20 (September 2011)

Interest Rate
4.21%
5.06%

The maximum loan amount is 40% of the total project
cost up to a maximum loan amount of $5,000,000 depending
on the type of project. The maximum amount for eligible
manufacturing projects is $5,500,000.
The District also manages a Minority Business Enterprise
Loan Program (MBELP) administered by the Mississippi Development Authority. It recognizes the District as a “Qualified
Entity” to originate and service loans under MBELP. Interest
rates on loans made through this program cannot exceed two
percentage points above or below the Federal Reserve discount
rate, which is 0.75% at the present time. Hence, a minority
owned business can obtain a business loan at a fixed rate of
2.75% per annum for a term up to 15 years depending on the
use of the loan proceeds. The District specializes in structuring
loans for minority owned businesses (MBE/WBE) and businesses involved in exporting. Small business owners, bankers,
commercial loan officers, real estate developers, contractors,
and others interested in locking up extremely low fixed interest
rates on business loans are encouraged to call Larry Anderson
or Dwayne Perkins at 601-981-1625.

Delta Packaging

All CCDF Clients Must Re-apply for Child Care Services
The District has started the roll-over process for all active
Child Care Development Fund (CCDF) recipients. The process
began with a notification of CCDF clients in July that their
child care services would end on September 30, 2011 and they
would be required to re-apply for service for the upcoming fiscal year (Oct.1, 2011 - Sept. 30, 2012). In reapplying, active
clients must submit a new child care service application with
the required support documentation listed below:

For individuals to receive new certificates, their household
size and family income must be at or below the 50th percentile
of the State Median Income (see chart below).
Family Size
Yearly Gross Income
2 family members		
At or Below $16,999
3 family members		
At or Below $20,999
4 family members		
At or Below $23,999
5 family members		
At or Below $27,999
6 or more family members
At or Below $31,999

• Employment Verification
• Other Income (Child Support, Alimony,
Social Security, etc.)
• Education Verification
• Relationship of Family Members
• Marital Status

All child care providers in the CMPDD area have been
notified of the roll-over process and that all active certificates
ended on Sept.30, 2011. For more information, please contact
Carolyn Johnson-Boutte’ or Gwen Allen at 1-866-981-1511.
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District Meets With Center-Based Child Care Providers
The District met with center-based child care providers in
its service delivery area to discuss policy changes and reduced
funding allocations for child care assistance in the upcoming
year. Due to reductions in funding, not all eligible parents that
were enrolled in the program for the current Fiscal Year 2011
(Oct. 1, 2010-Sept. 30, 2011) will be served in the upcoming
Fiscal Year 2012 (Oct. 1, 2011-Sept. 30, 2012). Those unable to receive assistance due to the funding decrease will
be placed on the District’s waiting list, which currently has
3,742 children on it.
The meeting also focused on provider accountability and
providers were explained the rules, guidelines, regulations, and
requirements of the certificate program, as well as their rights,

responsibilities, and accountability if they select to participate
in the certificate program for the upcoming Fiscal Year 2012.
For more information, please contact Carolyn JohnsonBoutte’ or Gwendolyn Allen at 1-866-981-1511 (toll-free).

CMPDD Hosts Ombudsman Workshop

behalf of residents of long-term care facilities, which include
nursing homes, assisted living facilities, and personal care
homes that serve individuals age 60 and over.
The presentation focused on Medicare updates, fraud and
abuse, and on the open enrollment period, which begins Oct.
15, 2011 and ends Dec.7, 2011. During this time, people can
change plans or shift from Medicare Advantage to traditional
Medicare. This open enrollment period will better ensure
that individuals will have their membership cards in hand and
receive uninterrupted health care coverage on Jan. 1, 2012.
Prior to the conclusion of the workshop, Melinda Williams,
CMPDD Ombudsman, gave an extensive overview of the
Fiscal Year 2012 reporting requirements, goals, and pertinent
issues concerning the Ombudsman Program. The workshop
concluded with a lively discussion period, which offered answers to a great many questions. For more information on this
program, please contact Melinda Williams at 601-981-1511.

On September 29, CMPDD hosted a “Medicare Updates”
workshop in its Jackson office for Long-Term Care Ombudsmen from across Mississippi. The workshop was led by Evelyn
Rankin, CMPDD Senior Medicare Patrol Counselor. LongTerm Care Ombudsmen investigate and resolve complaints on

CMPDD Insurance Counselors Attend St. Dominic Senior Wellness Fest
Shirlean Smith, a State Health Insurance Program (SHIP)
Counselor and Evelyn Rankin, Senior Medicare Patrol Counselor with CMPDD attended St. Dominic Health Services’
13th Annual Senior Wellness Fest on September 7, 2011 at
the Mississippi Trade Mart. Hundreds of visitors received
brochures about SHIP, Medicare open enrollment, and Medicare fraud prevention. The seniors listened as the Insurance
Counselors explained the services offered through the State
Health Insurance Program and Mississippi Senior Medicare
Patrol. Medicare beneficiaries were reminded of the upcoming
open enrollment period when individuals can join or switch
Medicare plans. Many expressed the relief of knowing such
programs exist and wanted more information on Medicare.
Others shared their success stories with SHIP from prior years.
In addition to bringing awareness to the public, the Insurance Counselors recruited partners to help get the word
out about a program that helps Medicare beneficiaries weed
through the Medicare plan selection process. At the same

time, the Senior Wellness Fest provided great opportunities
to learn of other community services available to Medicare
beneficiaries. For more information concerning Medicare
Insurance, please contact CMPDD at 601-981-1511.

Shirlean
Smith (l)
and Evelyn
Rankin (r) at
the CMPDD
display at
the Wellness
Fest.
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“Heart of Mississippi” Multipurpose Trail Sign Unveiled
At the August 3 meeting of the
District’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Subcommittee (of the Intermodal Technical
Committee), the “Heart of Mississippi”
trail sign designed by the District was
unveiled. Two Subcommittee members,
Dr. Clay Hays and David Pharr, a member of the District’s Board of Directors,
presented the new sign which is intended
to “brand” the multipurpose trails in the
Jackson area. The trails that the signs
will be placed on are part of a multipur-

pose bicycle/pedestrian system that was
included in the 2035 Jackson Urbanized
Area Transportation Plan adopted by the
Metropolitan Planning Organization in
March, 2011.
Dr. Hays told members of the Subcommittee that 100 Heart of Mississippi
signs were printed, and he presented
ten(10) signs each to representatives of
the cities of Clinton, Flowood, Jackson,
Pelahatchie and Ridgeland. The ultimate
purpose of these signs is to identify a

seamless continuous system of trails
throughout the Jackson Urbanized Area.
Also at the August 3 meeting, Mississippi Department of Transportation
(MDOT) representatives announced that
two rounds of Transportation Enhancement Program funds are scheduled.
MDOT notified all local public agencies, stating that applications for the first
round would be due by Aug. 30, 2011
and awards for that first round would
be made by September 30, 2011. The
second round of applications would be
due by Dec. 30, 2011 and awards for that
round would be made by Feb. 28, 2012.
Traffic Enhancement funding is an 80/20
matching program and applicants able
to put up more than the required 20%
matching funds would score higher and
have a greater chance of receiving funds
for their projects. It was estimated that a
combined total for both rounds of funding would be $8 million to $10 million.

CMPDD
Board of Directors
Mayor Arthur Evans, President
James Archer, Vice-President
Supervisor William “Pete” Lowery,
Secretary-Treasurer
Displaying the new Heart of Mississippi trail sign are members of CMPDD’s Bicycle and
Pedestrian Subcommittee (l-r): bicycle advocate Dr. Clay Hays; David Pharr, attorney and
CMPDD Board member; Corinne Fox, Director, Jackson Dept. of Planning & Development;
David Williams, Ridgeland City Engineer; Gary Miller, Flowood Public Works Director; Larry
Smith, CMPDD Planning Director; and Bill Owen, engineer representing the City of Clinton.
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If the name and address of the recipient needs to be updated,
please contact our office at 601-981-1511.

